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SUBJECT :  "An  S.O.S.  to  Teen-agers"  -  Information  from  Victory  Crops  Corps,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture 

Here's  something  for  every  woman  with  a  teen-age  hoy  or  girl  in  the  family  to 

think  ah  out. 

Farmers  are  facing  the  toughest  year  of  the  war  on  the  food  production  front. 
Experienced  farm  workers  are  still  going  into  the  armed  forces  and  war  industries, 
and  the  regular  farm  lahor  is  at  the  lowest  ebh  since  the  war  started.    In  critical 
farming  areas,  farmers  will  need  every  helping  hand  that's  extended  to  them.  The 
War  Food  Administration  says  they  can  use  at  least  1,500,000  hoys  and  girls.  They 
want  that  many  youngsters  to  come  forward  to  help. 

There  are  two  ways  women  can  assist  in  this  situation.    First,  you  can  help 
interest  hoys  and  girls  in  your  family  and  neighborhood  in  doing  farm  work.  Tell 
them  ahout  the  great  need  and  point  out  that  it's  useful  war  work  that  youngsters 
are  capahle  of  doing. 

Every  summer  since  the  war  started,  thousands  and  thousands  of  hoys  and  girls 
all  over  the  United  States  have  proved  they  can  do  farm  work  reasonably  well.  Also, 
it's  pleasant  to  work  outdoors  in  the  sunshine  and  fresh  air.    Young  folks  enjoy  the 
new  friends  they  make,  and  they  earn  some  money.  Not  as  much  as  in  a  war  plant,  of 
course,  hut  I  know  one  hoy  who  said  he  preferred  farm  work  to  a  plant  job  he'd 
previously  held... and  came  out  pretty  well  financially  because  he  spent  so  little. 

The  other  way  women  can  help  is  by  serving  as  supervisors  for  boys  and  girls 
doing  farm  work.    Teachers  with  long  vacations  and  leaders  of  youth  groups  are 
especially  suited  to  service  as  farm-work  supervisors.    The  pay  is  about  50  cents  an 
hour  and  sometimes  it's  more. 

If  there's  a  need  for  town  and  city  people  to  help  farmers  in  your  area,  you 
can  find  out  about  it  in  several  ways.    Watch  for  radio  and  newspaper  announcements 
or  get  in  touch  with  the  county  agricultural  agent.    Residents  of  large  cities  will 
usually  find  a  farm  employment  office  listed  in  the  telephone  directory. 
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